
POST COMPLETION VISIT TO SATISFIED CLIENT  
This is another project completed a few years ago by the practice

The client was not after a ‘designer’ home, just a well designed and cost effective solution 
that made the most of their existing South-facing garden. By placing all the primary rooms 
facing South with the garage and ‘servant’ spaces facing North the orientation maximises 
the useful solar gain. The South facing roof slope was roofed with PV and solar hot-water 
panels instead of tiles or slates. 

Despite only being insulated to moderately above Building Regulation requirements the 
design incorporates photovoltaic panels, solar hot water and a heat pump.  The house 
provides them with more energy than they need and even earns them a small income. 
Proving that bespoke homes can be better value than a ‘mass market’ house and cheaper to 
run.  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RIBA Chartered 
Practice
The only client-focused 
accreditation scheme in 
the UK specifically for 
architectural practices, 
the Royal Institute of 
British Architects.

Association of Self 
Build Architects
KR.eativ: Architects Ltd. 
is a member of this 
national group of RIBA 
Chartered Practices 
specialising in bespoke 
homes.

Federation of Small 
Businesses
The body that 
supports small 
businesses and lobbies 
Government on our 
behalf and provides 
free legal support too.

QUALIFIED 
In order to be an architect 
and conservation specialist 

I have a degree and 3 
postgraduate qualifications 
from English Universities.

1
PROFESSIONAL 
The Royal Institute of 

British Architects is the 
ONLY chartered 

professional body for 
architects.
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KEEP BUSINESS 

LOCAL 
I was born in Kettering, 
still live here but have 
worked nationwide.

3



IMPROVE DON’T MOVE 
Think about how your ‘lifestyle’ is, or is 
not, compromised by your current 
home. A small change (or even just a 
change of name) can resolve conflicts 
and negate the need for a move. 
In the nineteenth and early twentieth century there were 
many ‘rules of thumb’ used by architects and builders 
that have since been obliterated in older homes and 
studiously ignored in new ones.

Think on the following:

• A porch (many C19 ones have been removed or 
incorporated into the home) provides somewhere to 
wait for the door to be opened / unlocked.

• A Hallway with a tiled floor is easier to clean - carpet 
is the opposite!

• ‘Reception’ rooms have rugs - vinyl and timber reflect 
sound and fitted carpets are more complicated to 
clean and/or update.

• Separate Kitchen and Dining rooms are good for 
servants and to ‘contain’ cooking smells - Most of us 
do not have servants but cooking smells can still be an 
issue. Open plan living has its advantages but you will 
need to consider the noises of children and/or 
washing/dish-washing machines.

• Rectangular rooms have a greater wall area if you have 
a lot of furniture / books.

• Breakfast rooms (Kitchens) and Bedrooms facing East 
get the morning sun.

• Dining Rooms facing West get the evening sun.

• Studies facing North are good because they get a good 
even / sunless North light.

• Doors should open to prevent instant direct vision of 
those within (for privacy in Bedrooms for example) - 
Modern homes hang doors the other way to make the 
very small houses appear larger.

• How do you use the stairs most frequently? From 
inside the home or immediately you enter the front 
door?

• Do you use the downstairs toilet most from within 
the house, from the garden or as soon as you get 
home? Do you really need it next to the front door 
where many ‘house builders’ put it?

“Cherish the past, adorn 
the present and construct 
for the future.”                              
Clough Williams-Ellis (architect of Portmeirion in Wales and born 
in Northamptonshire)
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ARCHITECTS REGISTRATION BOARD 
In the U.K. there is an Act of Parliament that restricts the title 'architect' 
to those suitably qualified and registered with the ARB (Architects 
Registration Board), with exception of 'naval architects', 'landscape 
architects', & 'golf course architects'. Anyone else using the title is a 
criminal :-)

If you need an architect, employ one by ensuring they are registered. 
That way you can be certain that not only are they University and office 
trained for over 7 years in architecture to well above degree level, fully 
insured. As Chartered architects we have to abide by two professional 
codes of conduct.

Architects are qualified to act as Principal Designer under CDM 2015, as 
contract administrator, and to certify payment / completion as well.


